SUMMARY Using computer tapes of death registrations for the period 1980-2, and paper copy of population data for the 1981 census, death rates were calculated for the population resident in each of the 112 postcode sectors that make up the area served by the Greater Glasgow Health Board. Rates were calculated for both sexes in combination for each of the age groups 60-64, 65-69, 70-74, 75-79, 80-84, and 85 years and over. The difference in the mean death rate for the 22 postcodes in the quintile with the highest rates and the 22 postcodes in the quintile with the lowest rates was just over twofold in the 60-64 age group, just under twofold in the 65-84 age groups, but only 1*2-fold in the age group 85 years and over. There was marked consistency between the various age groups in the mortality rating for the postcode sectors, the postcode sectors with the highest death rates being located entirely in the more disadvantaged areas of the city and suburbs. The geographical mortality pattern for the older population was very similar to that (standardised for age and sex) in the 15-59 year age group.
The availability of age-specific population data for 1981 by postcode sector of residence provided the opportunity of calculating mortality rates for relatively small areas within the health authorities in Scotland. It is known that within the Greater Glasgow Health Board standardised mortality rates vary between different communities, there being considerably greater mortality in areas of socioeconomic deprivation. The objective of the present investigation was to assess whether the observed geographical variation was consistent for all age groups, and to determine whether there was an age limit above which this variation was no longer apparent. This paper is concerned with the population aged 60 years and over.
Method
The geographical area investigated was that served by the Greater Glasgow Health Board. This comprises the five complete local government districts of Glasgow City (population about 755 000), Bearsden & Milngavie (39 000), Clydebank (52 000), Eastwood (53 000), and Strathkelvin (87 000) with a total population of about 987 000. The geographical unit for analysis was the postcode sector, that is, the full postcode minus the two terminal letters, of which there are some 157 complete or partial sectors within the Greater Glasgow Health Board area. The total population of residents (private households and communal establishments) in the six age groups 60-64, 65-69, 70-74, 75-79, 80-84, and sectors with the lowest mortality. The geographical variation in death rates for the older age group (60-79 years) is shown in figure 1 .
In order to provide a comparison with the younger population, fig 2 shows 26-0 (22-7-51-8) 9I, unemployed men (16-64 yr) 30-8 (19-2-45-9) 6-1 (3-3-15-3) 9, housing owned by local authority 72-7 (0-1-48-5) 17-4 (18-3-96-2) 94 overcrowded households' 26-2 (17 2-41-1) 7-7 (26-17-5) % population social classes IV and V 43-5 (8-84) 7-9 (2-15) 
